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Dear Growers,
!
! Our October Polk County OJ Break 
is scheduled for Thursday of this week. The 
“Low Volume Application Technology for 
Citrus Pests” program includes lunch so you 
will need to pre-register. We will be holding 
our “Annual Citrus Worker Safety Training 
Program and Tractor Rodeo” in the first 
week of November. The 2009-10 edition of 
the Polk County Winter Weather Watch is 
slated to begin on November 15, 2009, 
registration information is included in this 
issue.

Take a look at the forecast for this winter in 
the 2009-10 winter weather outlook article. 
Similarly, I have included some basic con-
siderations for preparing your groves for the 
winter. Don’t forget to look over the “Pesti-
cide News and Information” section.

Enjoy the issue,

Chris Oswalt
Citrus Extension Agent
Polk/Hillsborough Counties
863-519-8677 Extension 108
P.O. Box 9005, Drawer HS03
Bartow, FL 33831-9005
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October OJ 
Break

On Thursday, 
October 8, 
2009 our Polk 

County OJ Break will be one of the series of 
UF/IFAS Citrus Agents “Low Volume Appli-
cation Technology” meetings. The program 
will have 1 core and 1 private or ag tree crop 
CEU for your Restricted Use Pesticide Li-
cense. I noticed that in last month’s newsletter 
it was mentioned that 3.5 CEU’s were avail-
able and that was in error. We will also have 2 
CEU’s for Certified Crop Advisors available 
at our meeting. The meeting will include top-
ics on: pesticides labeled for low volume ap-
plications, characteristics of low volume ap-
plications, applications considerations 
(weather) and worker safety. 

Preregistration is required since lunch is in-
cluded and meeting registration begins at 8:30 
a.m. with the first presentation beginning at 
9:00 a.m. To register call Gail Crawford at 
863-519-8677 or email Gail at: 
dorothyc@ufl.edu 

Annual Citrus 
Worker Safety 
Training and 
Tractor Rodeo

Our Annual Citrus 
Worker Safety Training and Tractor Rodeo is 
scheduled for Tuesday, November 3, 2009, at 
the Stuart Conference Center located at 1710 
Highway 17 S in Bartow. Enclosed or at-
tached you will find the program brochure 
along with the registration form. Registration 
costs are $15 per person and will include 
lunch after the morning safety training. This 

year we will be including a citrus scouts train-
ing and a contest in the morning session. In 
the afternoon we will be holding our tractor 
rodeo competition. This is an excellent oppor-
tunity for your operators to “show their stuff” 
competing against other operators entered in 
the contest. There will be 3 competitions: 
tractor-sprayer course, herbicide course and 
young tree fertilization. Trophies will be 
awarded for individuals and team competition 
winners. If you have not participated in the 
past or left after the morning program I would 
like to invite you to hang around after lunch 
as this has become quite the event. Rodeo 
rules and team registration are included in the 
program brochure.

November 
Citrus 
Roundtable 
at Balm

We will be back in Hillsborough County on 
Wednesday, November 4, 2009, for our Hills-
borough County Citrus Roundtable. This 
month we will be holding our meeting at the 
Gulf Coast Research and Education Center 
located at 14625 CR 572 in Balm. The meet-
ing will begin at 10:00 a.m. More details will 
be included in next months “Citrus Notes”.

2009-10 Winter 
Weather Watch

The 2009-10 version of 
the Polk County “Win-
ter Weather Watch” is 
set to start on Novem-
ber 15, 2009. This cit-
rus cold protection and 
weather program has 
been offered to Florida 
citrus growers for over 
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40 years. Enclosed you will find additional 
information and a registration form for this 
year’s program. At this time we are planning 
on again providing citrus leaf freezing point 
temperatures during the winter. Our program 
will be providing forecast information and 
special weather narratives for the Pasco, 
Hillsborough, Polk, Hardee, Manatee, Sara-
sota, Desoto, Highlands, Glades, Henry, and 
eastern Collier County areas. These narratives 
will be provided by Fred Crosby, retired me-
teorologist from the National Weather Service 
Office in Ruskin. We will again only be 
charging a registration fee of $100.00 for the 
November 15, 2009 to March 15, 2010 winter 
weather season. This is quite the bargain 
when you consider you get an unlisted tele-
phone number and access to weather forecasts 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, a winter 
weather watch manual, weekly updates and 
special weather narratives during freeze 
events.

2009-10 
Winter 
Weather 
Outlook

Winter 
weather in 
Florida is 
greatly in-
fluenced by 

sea surface temperatures in the equatorial Pa-
cific ocean. This is commonly referred to as 
El Nino/Southern Oscillation or ENSO. The 
Climate Prediction Center (CPC) of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA) provides climate outlooks based 
on the current phase of the ENSO.

The latest forecast from CPC indicates that a 
weak El Nino condition continues to develop 
in the Pacific Ocean. This is that above aver-

age sea surface temperatures are occurring 
during this forecast period. CPC considers El 
Nino conditions to exist when sea surface 
temperatures are about 10 F higher than nor-
mal. Currently sea surface temperatures are 
running in the range of 1.250 to 1.80 F higher 
than normal. The majority of forecast models 
suggest that El Nino will continue to develop 
and reach moderate strength this fall. Addi-
tional model forecasts indicate that there will 
be continued development of El Nino into the 
winter potentially resulting in a strong El 
Nino event (2.70 F above normal sea surface 
temperature). However based on current ob-
servations and trends, it is thought that El 
Nino will at least peak out as a moderate 
strength El Nino event this winter.

Considering the forecast for a moderately 
strong El Nino event this winter what can we 
expect here in Florida? El Nino events in 
Florida during the winter are generally char-
acterized as winters with below average mean 
winter air temperatures. This is in large part 
to increasing cloudiness and above average 
rainfall expected during an El Nino winter. 
Based on these observations, the CPC has 
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forecasted for Florida, below average mean 
air temperatures and above median rainfall 
for this winter. One interesting note in the 
forecast is, that based on El Nino and other 
climate conditions, it is also forecasted that 
above median rainfall is predicted for the pe-
riod of June 2010 to November 2010. 
 
Preparing Groves for 
the Winter

It has been said that Flor-
ida has 2 seasons, summer 
and winter, well we are 
approaching the end of 
summer and now is the 
time to shift gears to slow 
citrus vegetative growth 
and stimulate cold accli-
mation in citrus trees.
Some of the following 
suggestions are to insure 
that your grove and trees 
are in the best possible 
shape to handle potential freezing tempera-
tures this winter. Good grove condition was 
certainly evident during last winter where 
some groves that had been neglected or 
lacked proper production care received sig-
nificantly more damage than well cared for 
groves experiencing the same minimum tem-
peratures.

Weeds compete 
with citrus trees 
for water and nu-
trients and can 
overgrow young 
trees if not con-
trolled. During 
the winter it is 

recommended that weeds in the row be kept 
at a minimum. This allows for the even distri-
bution of irrigation and more effective cold 
protection using microsprinklers irrigation. 

Vegetative 
ground cover in 
row middles 
should be 
mowed. Low 

mowed row 
middles store 
more heat during 
the day for re-
lease at night 
than heavily 
vegetative row 

middles. Heavily vegetative row middles will 
also impede cold air drainage in the grove. 
When mowing row middles at the end of the 
summer, especially in tangerine blocks, be 
aware that plant bugs can and do migrate out 
of row middle vegetation into trees stinging 
fruit, potentially resulting in a significant 
amount of fruit drop.

Check and service 
your irrigation 
system including 

emitters, pumps 
and filters. Noth-
ing will ruin your 
night more than a 
clogged irriga-
tion filter and 350F air temperatures, and this 
is definitely not the time to be cleaning 
plugged emitters. Power units need to be 
serviced and operating properly. Here is my 
personal favorite, the “Murphy switch” goes 
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bad and shuts down the pump during a freeze. 
Check fuel levels in power unit tanks if appli-
cable. I realize that this one may not be as 
straightforward as in the past with all the fuel 
thefts occurring in groves. Don’t forget about 
the power units on wind machines.

Pruning of citrus trees, specifically Valencias, 
in the fall has become more common. Try to 
schedule pruning late enough in the fall to 
avoid a vegetative growth flush that would 
require psyllid and/or citrus leafminer control. 
Some recent research indicates that fall hedg-
ing done prior to bud induction may minimize 
some yield reductions seen when pruning 
later in the fall and early winter. Avoid any 
severe pruning in the late fall as this, coupled 
with cooler temperatures, will limit new 
growth leaving the canopy open to freezing 
temperatures in the winter.

Citrus nutrition 
can play an im-
portant role in 
cold acclimation 
of citrus. Al-
though there has 
not been any sin-
gle nutrient iden-
tified as having a significant affect on cold 
hardiness of citrus; it is important to note that 
trees that lack adequate nutrition could be 
more susceptible to freeze damage. Check 
your leaf analysis from this past summer and 
implement any adjustments into your fall fer-
tilizer application. 

Citrus pest manage-
ment can affect the sus-
ceptibility of citrus 
trees to freezing tem-
peratures. Spider mites 
can cause significant 
defoliation in the winter 
leaving the canopies 
open to freezing tem-

peratures. Poor summer greasy spot control 
can also result in significant defoliation and 
an opening up of the citrus tree canopy. Gen-
erally any citrus pests that affects canopy 
density can have an influence on the suscepti-
bility of citrus trees to freeze damage.

Pesticide News and In-
formation

EPA Settlement 
Affects Florida

In late-August, 
the Environmen-
tal Protection 
Agency an-
nounced it will 
develop numeric nutrient standards for Flor-
ida waters over the next two years as a result 
of a consent decree filed in the U.S. District 
Court for the Northern District of Florida 
(Florida Wildlife Federation v. Johnson, N.D. 
FL, No. 4:08-CV-324, 8/19/09).

The proposed consent decree sets out the 
Agency's commitment to developing the 
standards it determined in January were nec-
essary and is meant to settle a lawsuit filed by 
five activist groups in July 2008.! The existing 
standard was a descriptive one that was writ-
ten to prevent pollution levels that would 
cause an imbalance in naturally occurring 
flora and fauna.

EPA said it would propose numeric nutrient 
water quality standards for lakes and flowing 
waters in Florida by January 2010 and issue 
final standards by October 2010.! It will pro-
pose standards for the state’s estuarine and 
coastal waters by January 2011 and finalize 
them by October 2011.
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In the announcement, EPA stated that the con-
sent decree reflects commitments made by 
EPA in its January 2009 Clean Water Act De-
termination that numeric nutrient standards 
are necessary in Florida.! The standards are 
necessary to protect Florida waters from the 
impacts of nitrogen and phosphorus pollution.

Since the beginning of the year, scientists 
from EPA and the Florida Department of En-
vironmental Protection (DEP) have collabo-
rated in the collection and analysis of data 
and information necessary for the develop-
ment of scientifically defensible new numeric 
nutrient [water quality] standards for waters 
in Florida.!The Florida DEP had started its 
own rulemaking on the issue and proposed 
rules with nutrient criteria for streams and 
lakes in June.!The Florida DEP released an 
August 21 statement saying it was consider-
ing whether it would be prudent to continue 
that rulemaking.! “Over the last 10 years, 
Florida has invested thousands of staff hours 
in development of numeric nutrient criteria.! 
Florida has made a tremendous investment to 
collect and analyze the data necessary to de-
fine how nutrient enrichment affects the bio-
logical health of our surface waters.! To en-
sure that there is no duplication of work, we 
will continue to work with EPA in the same 
manner they have worked with us as they de-
velop the criteria.”!

The agricultural sector is believed to be the 
source of much nitrogen and phosphorus pol-
lution - but the EPA’s authority to regulate 
agriculture is limited.! The Clean Water Act 
does not allow EPA to require permits for 
runoff from irrigation and storm water from 
farms, although states may choose to control 
those forms of runoff to meet federal water 
quality standards.! EPA sets permitting re-
quirements to control pollution from such 
sources as sewage treatment plants and urban 
storm water runoff and also has authority to 

develop regulations for concentrated animal 
feeding operations.! (USDA OPMP email, 8/
25/09).

Bed Bug Registry Available

I thought the explanation for the increase in 
bed bugs was interesting (in the last para-
graph).

A new web site, www.bedbugregistry.com, 
is a useful tool to see up-to-date information 
from recent attacks at 
hotels and other loca-
tions around the 
country.! The web 
site depends on visitors 
to report their bed 
bug experi- ences, 
sometimes even divulging the exact room 
number where the attack occurred.! The site 
lists bed bug attacks by city, area, hotel 
name, and even provides a new email alert 
sent to your personal website address when 
addresses near you report bed bugs.

In reviewing the site, there are well-known 
hotels in large cities that charge top dollar 
for their rooms that have reported recent bed 
bug attacks.! Some report problems in col-
lege student dorms, apartments, hospitals, 
and condos, along with the date of the attack 
and how the management staff did (or did 
not) handle the complaint.! A map shows the 
area where the building or hotel is located 
along with a list of nearby sites that have 
been identified with bed bugs.

For those who are new to bed bug attacks, 
the little red brown insects hide in mat-
tresses, bedding, or headboards and usually 
bite humans at night.! The bites are charac-
terized as red welts that itch and burn and 
can be found all over your body after a 
night’s sleep.! Getting rid of the bed bugs 
can be difficult. The web site offers sugges-
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tions on how to be aware or rid yourself of 
bed bug outbreaks.!

Bed bugs were largely controlled by the use 
of pesticides like DDT (chlorinated materi-
als), as well as organophosphates and 
carbamates.! But after all these pesticides 
have been banned for residential use in the 
nation, the problem has grown worse in the 
past year or two as bed bugs have emigrated 
back into the U.S.! (Long Island Travel Ex-
aminer, 7/14/09).!

Mustang® has Citrus Low Volume Label

On July 23, 2009 the Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) 
approved the special local needs (SLN) 
registration EPA SLN FL-090011 for Mus-
tang® (zeta-cypermethrin) insecticide use in 
citrus at low volume to manage Asian citrus 
psyllid.! (FDACS PREC Agenda, 9/3/09).

!

7



2009 - 2010 WINTER 
WEATHER WATCH PROGRAM

NOVEMBER 15, 2009 TO MARCH 15, 2010
REGISTRATION FEE: $100.00

It’s once again time to register for the 
upcoming 2009 - 2010 Winter Weather 
Watch Program.  Upon receiving your 
$100.00 registration payment, you will be  

sent an unlisted telephone 
number with which you can retrieve the latest Ag 
Forecasts, 24 hours a day.  Please do not give this 
number to others.  The Winter Weather Watch Program 
is funded by the registration fees to pay for telephone 
equipment rentals, long distance calls, repairs and 
meteorologist. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2009 - 2010 Winter Weather Watch Program

NAME:____________________________________ Phone Number:____________________

COMPANY:_________________________________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________

CITY:__________________________________________ZIP CODE:___________________

REGISTRATION FEE $100.00

PLEASE RETURN THIS REGISTRATION FORM AND YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO:

POLK COUNTY CITRUS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
PO BOX 9005,  DRAWER HS03

BARTOW, FL  33831-9005
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