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Once again, we are going to get back together in-person for the 2022

version of the Florida Citrus Growers’ Institute. The program will be

held on April 5, 2022, on the campus of South Florida State College’s

Jay Wildstein Center for the Preforming Arts in Avon Park. Make

plans now to join us for the all-day educational event complete with

CEU’s for Certified Crop Advisors and Restricted Use Pesticide license

holders and lunch. We have included the program brochure with

information on the program and registration.





https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-florida-citrus-growers-institute-tickets-277032129557

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-florida-citrus-growers-institute-tickets-277032129557


BY CHRIS OSWALT
2022 Spring Weather Outlook

The latest NOAA 2022 spring weather outlook for temperature and rainfall has us looking at an increased

probability of likely above-normal temperatures (fig 1). The rainfall outlook (fig 2) has us looking at likely

below-normal chance for rainfall. The El Nino Southern Oscillation (ENSO) forecast is for La Nina conditions

(around 77% chance) for the balance of the spring of 2022 (Mar-May). The forecast for the balance spring (May-

Jul) is to transition into ENSO-neutral conditions (about 56% chance). If the dry conditions hold steady (fig 3)

for the forecasted period, we would be looking at potentially a reduction in fruit fungal disease severity this

spring.

Figure 1 Spring 2022 temperature outlook          

Figure 2 Spring 2022 precipitation outlook                   



BY CHRIS OSWALT

2022 Spring Weather Outlook, ctd.

Figure 3 Spring 2022 drought outlook                



BY CHRIS OSWALT

FAWN Website for Post Bloom Fruit Drop

As we enter bloom, under the right conditions post bloom fruit drop (PFD) can become a real big problem.

What conditions you ask? Well rainfall followed by extended periods of leaf wetness. You may now ask where

can we get this kind of management information? The Florida Automated Weather Network or FAWN has the

necessary information to help you make PFD management and spray application decisions. On the main

FAWN webpage https://fawn.ifas.ufl.edu/ select “tools” then choose “Climate” under “Climate” choose “Citrus

Advisory System”. There you will see a map of the FAWN stations and the risk for PFD infection. Once you

select a FAWN station click on the icon and it takes to a series of questions that will provide you with a

recommendation. 

Quick Reference Guide for Foliar Fungicides
BY CHRIS OSWALT

Spring is right around the corner, and now is a good time to review your citrus

fungicide management program. We have included a table authored by Dr. Megan

Dewdney, UF/IFAS Citrus Extension Plant Pathologist from the Citrus Research and

Education Center. It lists some of the common citrus diseases and reviews and

recommends fungicides for their control. The information includes the ones that

work well or not so well. It lists the modes of action of each fungicide, REI, PHI and

maximum rates per season. I found this quite handy in developing a management

plan for citrus diseases.

https://fawn.ifas.ufl.edu/




https://crec.ifas.ufl.edu/resources/production-guide/

https://crec.ifas.ufl.edu/resources/production-guide/


BY AJIA PAOLILLO

Worker Protection Standard Requirements –
Central Location Posting

The Worker Protection Standard (WPS) is a federal regulation that all agricultural workers and pesticide

handlers must follow when working with and around pesticides. The WPS has guidelines to train workers

and handlers on pesticide use and exposure. Employers must also follow the WPS by providing workers and

handlers with personal protective equipment, decontamination supplies, and information about pesticides

used at the establishment. One of the requirements employers must follow is posting pesticide and safety

information in a central location to which all employees have access. This can be where employees gather to

begin work, take breaks, etc. Figure 1 depicts an example of what information a central location should

contain. 

 Pesticide Hazard Information: This information should include the Safety Data Sheet (SDS) for all

pesticides applied to the location in the last 30 days. The SDS contains pesticide exposure and first aid

procedures, chemical information, and details about the pesticide useful in case of an emergency. The

employer must post the SDS of pesticides within 24 hours of the end of the application. Employers may

also have the SDS available for employees in a hardcopy form, such as a binder or electronic format, such

as on a computer. If either of these methods is used for displaying SDS, all employees must have access

to these methods during regular working hours.  

1.

Figure 1 Example of a Central Posting
Image credit: Garnet Cooke, Oregon OSHA, modified by PERC

 



Pesticide name

Active ingredients

EPA registration number

Restricted Entry Interval (REI)

Date and time of application (beginning and ending time)

Location of application (ex: block #)

Crops treated

3. Pesticide Application Information: This information must also be available within 24 hours of the

pesticide application. Employers can create a chart that has the following information:

This information must be displayed when there are workers or handlers on the property. The information

must also be displayed for 30 days after the REI has expired or 30 days after the application if no REI is

specified on the label.

2. Pesticide Safety Information: The example shown in Figure 1 is a safety poster displayed at the central

location. This poster has information on reducing pesticide exposure, decontamination instructions, and

avoid treated areas. The poster also has an area where employers must provide critical information for use

during an emergency. Here the employer must provide the name, location, and phone number of the nearest

medical facility and the name and location of your establishment if emergency personnel must come out to

your farm. Also, contact information for the state or tribal regulatory agency must be listed; in most cases,

that would be the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS). If the medical facility

or state regulatory agency information changes, employers must update the information at the central

location within 24 hours. Pesticide safety information must also be displayed in decontamination areas. This

refers to either a permanent decontamination location or where supplies are located for 11 or more

employees. 

Important things to remember:  All workers and handlers must have access to these materials at all times

during their working hours. All employees must understand the information provided at the central location.

Images and translated materials can be used if the information can be easily conveyed and understood by

workers and handlers. Employers should ensure that all postings provided at the central location are legible

and replaced as needed. For more information or WPS training and safety materials, you can contact your

local UF/IFAS Extension agent or visit the Pesticide Educational Resources Collaborative (PERC) website

http://pesticideresources.org//index.html . 

BY AJIA PAOLILLO

Worker Protection Standard Requirements –
Central Location Posting, continued.

http://pesticideresources.org/index.html


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aquatic-pest-control-
training-tickets-265126018057

Need Core CEUs?
Core CEUs for restricted use pesticide license holders can be earned by

reading articles published in Citrus Industry magazine.
Current articles can be found on their website

https://citrusindustry.net/ceu/
 

Read the article, then submit the online quiz. Passing scores of 70% or
higher receive 1 Core CEU.

 
Articles and quizzes can also be found in the hardcopies of the magazine

- be sure to check the expiration date before submitting - articles
are only valid for credit one year from publication date.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aquatic-pest-control-training-tickets-265126018057
https://citrusindustry.net/ceu/
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