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I M P O R T A N T    E  V  E  N  T  S    
 
   
 

UF/IFAS Citrus Field Day-Immokalee IFAS Center 
Date & time: Thursday, October 30, 2014, 9:00 AM – 12:00 Noon 
Location: UF-IFAS Southwest Florida Research and Education Center, Immokalee 
 
Program Coordinators: Mongi Zekri and Julie Carson 
 
Sponsor: Frank Miele, Magna-Bon 

 
Field Day Agenda 

9:00 AM               Visit field trials: 
 

1. Rehabilitation of HLB trees with pruning and nutritional 
treatments (Dr. Bob Rouse) 

2. Field trial to evaluate citrus canker and nutritionals on young 
grapefruit trees (Dr. Pam Roberts) 

3. Five-year-old HLB trees receiving commercially available 
nutrition treatments (Dr. Rouse) 

4. Young rootstock trials (Dr. Rouse) 
5. HLB Hamlin trees after seven years of Boyd nutritional 

treatments (Dr. Rouse) 
6. UV reflective mulch and compost for HLB protection and rapid 

growth of young citrus trees (Dr. Phil Stansly, Dr.Monica 
Ozores-Hampton, Dr. Kelly Morgan and Scott Croxton) 

11:15 AM             Break 
 
11:30 AM             Economics of HLB management (Dr. Fritz Roka) 
 
12:00 PM        Lunch 
 
2 CEUs for Certified Crop Advisors (CCAs) 
2 CEUs for Pesticide License Renewal 
 
Pre-registration is required.  No registration fee and lunch is free Thanks to Frank Miele 
with Magna-Bon.  To reserve a seat, call 863 674 4092, or send an e-mail to Dr. Mongi 
Zekri at: maz@ufl.edu       
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2015 International Research Conference 
on Huanglongbing (HLB) 

  

Mark your calendar and plan to attend the 4th International Research Conference on HLB 
in Orlando, Florida USA 

February 9-13, 2015 
Visit the IRCHLB website for more information - Click here for IRCHLB website 

http://flcitrusmutual.com/hlb-conference/register.aspx 

 
 

 
Annual Certified Pile Burners Course in SW Florida 
Registration fee: $50  
The $50 fee covers the training sessions, a booklet with all the presentations in 
color, other handouts, refreshments, and lunch 
Pre-registration is required to attend, and class size is limited to the first 50 people. 
PRE-REGISTRATION WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT PAYMENT OF THE REGISTRATION FEE 
Date & time: Thursday, 5 February 2015, 7:30 AM – 4:30 PM.   
Location: Immokalee IFAS Center   
The Florida Division of Forestry and University of Florida Cooperative Extension Service 
will be conducting a Certified Pile Burners Course that will show you how to burn piles 
legally, safely and efficiently. 
Information on registration and detailed information are available in this newsletter issue 
and online:  http://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Florida-Forest-
Service/Education/For-the-Community/Withlacoochee-Training-Center-WTC/Class-
Schedule 
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Steve Fletcher 

Fletcher Flying 
Service, Inc. 

Phone: 239 860 2028 
Fax: 863 675 3725

Scott Houk 
Dow AgroSciences 

13543 Troia Drive 
Estero, FL 33928 
Phone: 239-243-6927 

SEHouk@dow.com 

FIRST BANK                 
P.O. Box 697 

LaBelle, FL 33975 
LaBelle Phone: 863 675 4242 

Fax: 863 675 1099 

Moore Haven: 863 946 1515 

Ed Early 
DuPont Crop Protection 

P O Box 7768 
Fort Myers, FL 33911 

Phone:  239-994-8594 
Edward.L.early@dupont.com 

 

Cody Hoffman 

SYNGENTA 
1505 Paloma Dr., Fort Myers, FL 33901 
 

Mobile: 321 436 2591 
 

Fax: 239 479 6279 
cody.hoffman@syngenta.com 

 

Special Thanks to sponsors of 
the “Flatwoods Citrus” 
newsletter for their generous 
contribution and support.  If 
you would like to be among 
them, please contact me at 863 
674 4092 or maz@ufl.edu 
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Nufarm Agriculture USA 
Craig Noll 

Office-239 549 2494 
Mobile-239 691 8060 

craig.noll@us.nufarm.com 
Gary Simmons 

Phone: 772 260 1058 

MONSANTO 
Jack Conroy 

Phone: 863 318 1486 
Fax: 886 318 8617 

Mobile: 863 559 4468 
Andrew.j.conroy@monsanto.co

Jeff Summersill 
THOMAS R. SUMMERSILL, INC. 

Custom Aerial 
Ground Application 

Mobile 561-722-4502, Agnet # 33169 

trsummersill@msn.com 

Chemtura AgroSolutions 
 Jay Hallaron 

Phone: 407 256 4667 
Fax: 407 523 1097 
Cell: 321 231 2277 

jay.hallaron@chemtura.com 

Jerry Southwell 
Yara North America, Inc. 

863-773-0154 Office 
863-773-5088 Fax 

Jerry.Southwell@yara.com 

 
Frank Miele 

Office: 863 357 0400 
Cell: 954 275 1830 
Fax: 863 357 1083 

E-mail: famiele1@aol.com 

 

 
ROTOR GROUP LLC 
Helicopter Spraying Services 
www.helicopterspray.com 

Herman Mejia; (754) 366 0795 
hmejia@helicopterspray.com 
Jose Fernandez (863) 840 1327  
jef@helicopterspray.com 
Jack Danza; (561) 379 9354  
jdanza@helicopterspray.com
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FMC Corporation APG 

Eric Johnson 
Lakeland, FL 
352-281-2325 

EJ.Johnson@FMC.Com 
fmccrop.com 

Stacey Howell  

BAYER CropScience
239-272-8575 (mobile) 

239-353-6491 (office/fax) 
 

stacey.howell@bayercropscience.com 

Garry Gibson 

BASF Corporation 
1502 53rd Avenue 

Vero Beach, FL 32966 
Cell: 772 473 1726 
Fax: 772 567 2644 

 w.garry.gibson@basf.com  

 

      

www.extinguishfireants.com 

Jack Kilgore 
M: 239‐707‐7677 

g8trmanjek@comcast.net 

Sim Nifong 

 
SENifong@timacusa.com 

Cell: 863 441 1057 
http://www.timacusa.com 
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Heath Prescott 

 
Toll Free: 800 433 7117 
Mobile: 863 781 9096 
Nextel:  159*499803*6  

Donald Allen  

AGLIME SALES, INC.  
1375 Thornburg Road 

Babson Park, FL 33827-9549 
Mobile: 863 287 2925 

Agnet # 52925 
donald.allen@aglimesales.com 

 

Billy Hopkins 

Hopkins Nursery 
239 658 0370 

tropicals@wildblue.net 
 

Tropical fruit & peach trees 

   
 

Ward Gunter, Agronomist 
ward.gunter@everris.us.com 

Mobile: (772) 473-3987 
Controlled-Release Fertilizers 

Fertilizers for Fertigation 
Fertilizers for Foliar Feeding 

 

Saunders Real Estate
114 N. Tennessee Avenue 
Lakeland, FL 33801 
Toll Free: 877-518-5263 

 
 
 

Plant Food 
Systems, Inc. 
P.O. Box 775 
Zellwood, FL 32798 
Tel: 407 889 7755 

 
Robert Murray 

Rmurray@actagro.com 
Cell: 239 671 9852 
www.actagro.com 
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EL NIÑO/SOUTHERN OSCILLATION (ENSO) DIAGNOSTIC DISCUSSION 
 

issued by  
 

CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER/NCEP/NWS      
and the International Research Institute for Climate and Society                  

9 October 2014 
ENSO Alert System Status: El Niño Watch 

 
Synopsis: El Niño is favored to begin in the next 1-2 months and last into the 
Northern Hemisphere spring 2015. 
 During September 2014, above-average sea surface temperatures (SST) 
continued across much of the equatorial Pacific.  The weekly Niño indices were 
relatively unchanged from the beginning of the month, with values ranging from 
+0.3°C (Niño-3.4) to +1.1°C (Niño-1+2) at the end of the month. The change in 
subsurface heat content anomalies (averaged between 180º-100ºW) was also 
minimal due to the persistence of above-average temperatures at depth across the 
central and eastern Pacific.  Equatorial low-level winds were largely near average 
for the month, though brief periods of westerly wind anomalies continue to arise.  
Upper-level winds were also close to average for the month.  The Southern 
Oscillation Index has remained negative, and rainfall was near average around the 
Date Line, with a mix of positive and negative anomalies over Indonesia and Papua 
New Guinea.  The lack of coherent atmospheric and oceanic features indicates the 
continuation of ENSO-neutral. 

Most models predict El Niño to develop during October-December 2014 and 
to continue into early 2015.  The consensus of forecasters indicates a 2-in-3 chance 
of El Niño during the November 2014 - January 2015 season.  This El Niño will 
likely remain weak (3-month values of the Niño-3.4 index between 0.5°C and 0.9°C) 
throughout its duration.  In summary, El Niño is favored to begin in the next 1-2 
months and last into the Northern Hemisphere spring 2015 (click CPC/IRI 
consensus forecast for the chance of each outcome). 

This discussion is a consolidated effort of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), NOAA’s National Weather Service, and their 
funded institutions. Oceanic and atmospheric conditions are updated weekly on the 
Climate Prediction Center web site (El Niño/La Niña Current Conditions and Expert 
Discussions). Forecasts are also updated monthly in the Forecast Forum of CPC's 
Climate Diagnostics Bulletin. Additional perspectives and analysis are also 
available in an ENSO blog.  The next ENSO Diagnostics Discussion is scheduled 
for 6 November 2014. To receive an e-mail notification when the monthly ENSO 
Diagnostic Discussions are released, please send an e-mail message to: 
ncep.list.enso-update@noaa.gov. 

 
Climate Prediction Center 

National Centers for Environmental Prediction 
NOAA/National Weather Service 

College Park, MD 20740 
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Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences                                               Post Office Box 68 
UF-IFAS Hendry County Extension Service                                     LaBelle, FL 33975-0068 
   
  
Information for the next Certified Pile Burners Course: 
 
The Florida Forest Service and University of Florida Cooperative Extension Service will be 
conducting a Certified Pile Burners Course on Thursday, February 5, 2015.  This course will 
show you how to burn piles legally, safely and efficiently.  Most importantly, it could save a 
life.  If you burn piles regularly, don’t put off registering for this training.  When the weather is 
dry, certified pile burners will receive priority for authorization to burn.  Also, certified pile 
burners are allowed to burn up to two hours longer per day and get multiple day authorizations.  
Don’t wait.  The number of trainings offered and attendance at each training is LIMITED.  This 
training will be held from 8:30 am till 4:30 pm at the Southwest Florida Research and 
Education Center in Immokalee, Florida. Included are a registration form and program agenda. 
 
Registration is required to attend and class size is limited.  To attend please send the following 
information (see form on next page): 
 

1. Your full name (as wanted on your pile burning certificate). 
2. Your mailing address (where you want the certificate mailed). 
3. Your Florida Forest Service Customer Number (It is the number that you are required to 

give the FFS when you call in for your burn permits.  If you do not know it please call 
the local FFS office and ask them to create one for you). 

4. Your email address (if you have one) and/or contact phone number. 
5. A check made out to:  Hendry County 4-H for $50.00.      

 
The first fifty individuals to provide these five requirements will be registered; there will be a 7-
day non refundable fee limit.  If you do not make the training and did not contact our office at 
least one week before the class, you will not receive a refund.  There will be a test at the end of 
the session.  You must receive a grade of 70% or higher on the exam and demonstrate a proper 
pile burn with your local FFS office to become certified.  Once you are certified it will be noted 
with your customer number, thus it is important for us to have the proper number.  If you do not 
have a customer number the FFS office will set one up for you.  Fill out the registration form on 
the next page and return as directed. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Mongi Zekri 
 

For Questions Contact: Dr. Mongi Zekri at maz@ufl.edu or 239 595 5494 
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Registration Form 

PRE-REGISTRATION WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT PAYMENT OF THE REGISTRATION FEE 
Florida’s Certified Pile Burner Program 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 
 

Hendry County Extension Office 
P.O. Box 68, LaBelle, FL 33975 

(239) 595 5494 
 
 

Please send this form and a check for $50.00 made payable to: 
“Hendry County 4-H” 

  

Mail to: Dr. Mongi Zekri 
Hendry County Extension Office 
P. O. Box 68 
LaBelle, FL 33975 

 
The $50 fee covers the training sessions, a booklet with all the presentations in 
color, other handouts, refreshments, and lunch 
 
 
 
Name 
 
 
Mailing address 
 
 
Email address 
 
 
 
Phone Number 
 
 

FFS Customer Number 
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Florida’s Certified Pile Burner Training 
Thursday, February 5, 2015 

UF-IFAS Southwest Florida Research and Education Center 
2685 SR 29, Immokalee, FL 34142 

See: http://www.imok.ufl.edu/ for directions 
(239) 595 5494 

  
All Times Are Local 

 
1.  Opening Comments and Introduction     08:30 – 09:10 
 
2.  Fire Weather       09:10 – 09:50 
 
3.  BREAK        09:50 – 10:00  
 
4.  Smoke Management      10:00 – 11:20 
 
5.  Open Burning Regulations      11:20 – 12:15 
 
6.  LUNCH (provided)      12:15 – 01:15 
 
7.  Planning and Implementation     01:15 – 02:30 
 
8.  Safety        02:30 – 03:10 
 
9.  BREAK        03:10 – 03:20 
 
10. Public Relations       03:20 – 04:00 
 
11.  Wrap Up & Test       04:00 – 04:30 
     
 

 
Please bring a Pencil for the Exam! 
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Location & Contact Information 
UF-IFAS Southwest Florida Research and Education Center 

2685 SR 29, Immokalee, FL 34142 
See: http://www.imok.ufl.edu/ for directions 

 (239) 595 5494 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2685 SR 29 N.
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Florida’s Certified Pile Burner Training 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Q: Why should I be a certified pile burner? 

A: Certified pile burners are trained to burn piles legally, safely and efficiently. Most 
importantly, it could save a life. Also, when the weather is dry, certified pile burners 
will receive priority for authorization to burn by the Florida Forest Service (FFS). 
Also, certified pile burners are allowed to burn up to two hours longer per day and 
get multiple day authorizations. 

Q: What is a Pile Burner Customer Number? 
A: When you call the FFS for an authorization to burn, you will be assigned a 
personal customer number. This number references your information so it doesn’t 
need to be gathered each time you call for an authorization. You must have your 
individual FFS customer number in order to be certified. 

Q: Is there a test? 
A: Yes, the test is 20 questions and open-book. You must receive a score of at least 
70% to pass. 

Q: What if I don’t pass? 
A: Very few people fail the test but if you do, you will be provided another 
opportunity to take the test at a later date. If you fail the second time, you must re-
register and take the training again. 

Q: Why do you ask for my email on the application form? 
A: Email is the fastest and most convenient method to inform registrants of their 
registration status. If no email address is provided then all correspondence will be 
sent through the federal mail. This can take several days to relay messages and this 
may not be practical if changes are made to the course schedule or for last minute 
registrations. 

Q: How much does it cost to register for the training? 
A: Registration for the training is $50 per person and includes lunch, training 
materials and testing. 

Q: How long does my certification last, and how long do I have to complete the certification 
from the time I finish the class? 

A: As long as the person with the certification uses their number at least 5 times in a 
period of 5 years their certification will not expire under the current program. You 
MUST complete the certification burn within a year of taking the class. 

Q: Will certified burners be notified if their certification expires? 
A: Yes, notification will be sent out to them to let them know of their upcoming 
certification expiration date. 

Q: Will I be certified at the end of the one day training? 
A: No, you will need to follow the written instructions that you will receive from the 
FFS to become certified. You will need to complete a simple burn plan, have it 
reviewed and approved locally by the FFS and also have the burn itself reviewed and 
approved by the FFS. 

Q: Is there a minimum age to be a certified pile burner? 
A: Yes, you must be at least 18 years old to take the test and be a certified pile 
burner. 
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Top 10 Health Benefits of Orange Juice 
 
The Creator blessed us with countless blessings, 
from which one are the fresh fruits. Every fruit 
benefits the human beings, thanks to its own 
nutritional properties. Oranges are one of the most 
delicious fruits that are equally popular in elder 
people, adults and children as well. This ‘God’s gift’ 
not only provides you a wonderful taste but also 
upsurges the resistance power. The marvelous 
nutrients, present in oranges, help your body fight 
against severe diseases such as cardiovascular 
problems, cancer and gastrointestinal disorders. 
One can avail the advantages of this fruit in very 
little time by consuming fresh orange juice. By this 
way, the nutrients quickly get absorbed in the 
bloodstream without requiring digestion process.  
The raw orange and its nectar aids the human 
body in several ways, here are the top 10 health 
benefits of orange juice. 
1. Maintains the Blood Pressure Levels: 
Orange juice is the amazing drink for the patients 
of high or low blood pressure. Are you interested in 
finding the reason? Well, this delicious drink 
contains a significant amount of magnesium which 
has a wonderful ability to bring back the disturbed 
blood pressure level to normal range. 
2. Promotes the Immune System: 
Due to the presence of vitamin C, orange juice acts 
as a best defender for you against several 
diseases (such as flu or colds), promoting the 
immune system. 
3. Contains Healing Properties: 
One of the top health benefits of orange juice is its 
healing properties. Oranges contain flavonoids 
(like naringenin and hesperidin), which are anti-
inflammatory stuffs. When you consume this 
yummy fruit in raw or juice form, the flavonoids 
work amazingly to treat the arthritis and heal the 
stiffness and pain. 
4. Prevents Cancer: 
The latest scientific research has exposed the 
effectiveness of the orange juice for preventing 
several types of cancer.  Oranges comprise a stuff 
known as D – limonene that is an efficient agent 
against skin cancer, breast cancer, mouth cancer, 
colon cancer and lung cancer. Furthermore, the 
presence of vitamin C also helps in this regard. 
5. Benefits for Treating & Preventing Ulcers: 

Ulcers generally appear in the small intestine and 
stomach. The occurrence of ulcers sometimes 
becomes a major reason of constipation because 
in this case, the consumed food particles can’t 
break down properly. The orange juice is very 
advantageous in treating and preventing ulcers. It 
also stimulates the digestive system. 
6. Prevents Kidney Stones: 
The risks of formation of kidney stones can be 
reduced by taking one serving of orange juice on 
regular basis. Too much concentration of minerals 
and chemicals usually result as the development of 
kidney stones. Orange juice contains citrate, which 
has an excellent ability to prevent this disorder by 
decreasing the urine acidity. So the individuals, 
who are suffering through this terrible condition, 
should include fresh orange juice in daily diet plan. 
7. Assists in Weight Loss: 
Many people believe that the regular consumption 
of orange juice is helpful for cutting down the extra 
pounds, claiming that this citrus fruit is full of 
antioxidants, which act efficiently to lose weight. 
8. Reduces Risks of Heart Attacks: 
Another leading benefit of orange juice is its 
assistance in prevention of heart disorders. 
Hesperidin is a plant based substance that 
protects the arteries from being clogged by 
improving the health of nearby cells. Oranges 
contain hesperidin in sufficient amount, thus 
consumption of one glass freshly squeezed orange 
juice ensures lower risks of heart attacks. 
9. Treats Anaemia: 
Anaemia is a condition that generally occurs due to 
insufficient red blood cells in hemoglobin. Iron 
deficiency is the leading reason behind this 
situation. Orange juice provides a good quantity of 
vitamin C that promotes the absorption of iron into 
blood stream. That’s why most doctors suggest the 
anaemia patients to consume orange or its juice on 
regular basis. 
10. Makes the Skin beautiful & Young Looking: 
The antioxidant properties of orange juice make 
the skin fresh, beautiful and young-looking by 
preventing the aging effects. In addition, the 
antioxidants with the combination of vitamin C 
protect the skin cells from getting effected by free 
radicals. Thus, taking one serving of orange juice 
each day is a best way to maintain the freshness 
and attraction of skin for long time. Orange juice 
for skin is a blessing with no disguise at all!
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Flatwoods Citrus 
 

 If you did not receive the Flatwoods Citrus newsletter and would like to be on our 
mailing list, please check this box and complete the information requested below. 
 

 If you wish to be removed from our mailing list, please check this box and 
complete the information requested below. 
 

Please send:  Dr. Mongi Zekri 
                   Multi-County Citrus Agent 
                   Hendry County Extension Office 
                   P.O. Box 68 
                   LaBelle, FL 33975  

________________________________________________ 
 

Subscriber’s Name:_______________________________________ 

Company:______________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________ 

City:______________________State:___________Zip:__________ 

Phone:_________________________ 

Fax:___________________________ 
 
E-mail:_________________________________________________ 

 
 

Racial-Ethnic Background 
 
__American Indian or native Alaskan                        __White, non-Hispanic 
__Asian American                                                      __Black, non-Hispanic 
__Hispanic    
 

Gender 
 

__Female                                                                     __Male 
 


