
 1

 

 
E X T E N S I ON

 Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences 
Hendry County Extension, P.O. Box 68, LaBelle, FL 33975         (863) 674 4092 
 

Flatwoods Citrus  
 
  
 

  
             
 
             
 

  Table of Contents 
      

SW Florida Agricultural Water Management Conference 2
Important Events  3
Newsletter Sponsors 4-7
September 2012 Water Watch 8-9
2011-2012 Citrus Production 10-11
2012 Commercial Citrus Acreage and Tree Number 12-13
Approval of Registration Requested for Admire Pro 14
Dormant Spray Program for Psyllid 15
2012-2013 Orange Crop Forecast 16-19
Extension Program Survey 20
Newsletter Evaluation 21

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charlotte Glades 

       Hendry 

Collier 

Lee 

Previous issues of the Flatwoods Citrus newsletter can be found at: 
http://citrusagents.ifas.ufl.edu/agents/zekri/index.htm 
http://irrec.ifas.ufl.edu/flcitrus/ 

Vol. 15, No. 10            October 2012
 
                                      Dr. Mongi Zekri 
           Multi-County Citrus Agent, SW Florida 



 2



 3

 

 

I M P O R T A N T    E  V  E  N  T  S    
 
HENDRY COUNTY EXTENSION AG TOURS 
 

  
 

 
 
Citrus Research Field Day 
December 13, 2012 
Pre-registration required 
For more details and registration, call Jane Wilson at 863 956  8643 
 

The Florida Ag Expo in Balm, November 7, 2012                                       

For registration, go to: http://www.floridaagexpo.com/ 
 
The Florida Citrus Show in Fort Pierce, January 23-24 2013 
Havert L. Fenn Center, Ft. Pierce, FL 
For more information and registration, go to: http://www.citrusshow.com/ 

3rd International Research Conference on HLB 

February 4-8, 2013, Caribe Royale Orlando All-Suites Hotel and 
Convention Center.  For more information, visit http://irchlb.org 

 
ANNUAL FLORIDA CITRUS GROWERS’ INSTITUTE 
Date & Time: Tuesday, 2 April 2013, 8:00 AM – 3:30 PM 
Location: Avon Park Campus of South Florida Community College  
 

  

Please take a moment to fill out the survey on page 20 and to rate the quality and 
usefulness of the information presented in the Flatwoods Citrus newsletter on page 21. 

IFAS 

Saturday, 1 December 2012 
Saturday, 2 February 2013 
Saturday, 9 March 2013 
For more information or to sign up, 
call Debra at 863 674 4092 
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Steve Fletcher 

Fletcher Flying 
Service, Inc. 

Phone: 239 860 2028 
Fax: 863 675 3725 

Heath Prescott 

 
Toll Free: 800 433 7117 
Mobile: 863 781 9096 
Nextel:  159*499803*6  

Scott Houk 
Dow AgroSciences 

13543 Troia Drive 
Estero, FL 33928 
Phone: 239-243-6927 

SEHouk@dow.com 

FIRST BANK                 

P.O. Box 697 
LaBelle, FL 33975 

LaBelle Phone: 863 675 4242 
Fax: 863 675 1099 

Moore Haven: 863 946 1515

Ed Early 

DuPont Ag. Products 
5100 S. Cleveland Ave.,  

Suite 318-368 
Fort Myers, FL 33907 

Phone: 239 994 8594 
Edward.L.Early@USA.dupont.com 

Cody Hoffman 

SYNGENTA 
1505 Paloma Dr., Fort Myers, FL 33901 
 

Mobile: 321 436 2591 
 

Fax: 239 479 6279 
cody.hoffman@syngenta.com 

 

Special Thanks to sponsors 
of the “Flatwoods Citrus” 
newsletter for their generous 
contribution and support.  If 
you would like to be among 
them, please contact me at 
863 674 4092 or maz@ufl.edu 
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Nufarm Agriculture USA 
Craig Noll 

Office-239 549 2494 
Mobile-239 691 8060 

craig.noll@us.nufarm.com 
Gary Simmons 

Phone: 772 260 1058 

MONSANTO 
Jack Conroy 

Phone: 863 318 1486 
Fax: 886 318 8617 

Mobile: 863 559 4468 
Andrew.j.conroy@monsanto.com 

Donald Allen  

AGLIME SALES, INC.  
1375 Thornburg Road 

Babson Park, FL 33827-9549 
Mobile: 863 287 2925 

Agnet # 52925 
donald.allen@aglimesales.com 

 
FMC Corporation APG 

Ronald Palumbo 
Cell: 305 304-7491 

Nextel Agnet: 14772 
ronald.palumbo@fmc.com 

fmccrop.com 

Chemtura AgroSolutions 
 Jay Hallaron 

Phone: 407 256 4667 
Fax: 407 523 1097 
Cell: 321 231 2277 

jay.hallaron@chemtura.com 

Special Thanks to sponsors 
of the “Flatwoods Citrus” 
newsletter for their generous 
contribution and support.  If 
you would like to be among 
them, please contact me at 
863 674 4092 or maz@ufl.edu 

Special Thanks to sponsors 
of the “Flatwoods Citrus” 
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you would like to be among 
them, please contact me at 
863 674 4092 or maz@ufl.edu 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 

Stacey Howell  

BAYER CropScience
239-272-8575 (mobile) 

239-353-6491 (office/fax) 
 

stacey.howell@bayercropscience.com 

Garry Gibson 

BASF Corporation 
1502 53rd Avenue 

Vero Beach, FL 32966 
Cell: 772 473 1726 
Fax: 772 567 2644 

 w.garry.gibson@basf.com  

Jeff Summersill 
THOMAS R. SUMMERSILL, INC. 

Custom Aerial 
Ground Application 

Mobile 561-722-4502, Agnet # 33169 
trsummersill@msn.com 

Brent Beer 
BEER LEVELING & 

LAND DEVELOPMENT 
Citrus Tree Removal – Ditch Cleaning 

863 675 1663  Office 
863 673 3173  Mobile 
158*17*43857  Nextel 

Special Thanks to sponsors of 
the “Flatwoods Citrus” 
newsletter for their generous 
contribution and support.  If 
you would like to be among 
them, please contact me at 
863 674 4092 or maz@ufl.edu 

Special Thanks to sponsors of 
the “Flatwoods Citrus” 
newsletter for their generous 
contribution and support.  If 
you would like to be among 
them, please contact me at 
863 674 4092 or maz@ufl.edu 
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Eric Waldo 
(813) 748 3720 
Eric.Waldo@Haifa-Group.com 

www.haifa-group.com

Featuring Haifa Bonus–Potassium Nitrate 
Designed for Optimal Foliar Nutrition 

Jerry Southwell 
Yara North America, Inc. 

863-773-0154 Office 
863-773-5088 Fax 

Jerry.Southwell@yara.com 

 
Dennis Warkentin 
(229) 834-3959 

dwarkentin@agraquest.com 

www.agraquest.com 

Russell Loiacono 
Citrus Spray Solution (C.S.S.) 

Citrus Disease Protection 
Phone: 239 945 2478  

E-mail: mombo24king@yahoo.com 
www.sunbeltcitrus.com 

Billy Hopkins 

Hopkins Nursery 
239 658 0370 

tropical@wildblue.net 
 

Tropical fruit & Peaches 

 
Frank Miele 

Office: 863 357 0400 
Cell: 954 275 1830 
Fax: 863 357 1083 

E-mail: famiele1@aol.com 

Special Thanks to sponsors of 
the “Flatwoods Citrus” 
newsletter for their generous 
contribution and support.  If 
you would like to be among 
them, please contact me at 863 
674 4092 or maz@ufl.edu 
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Citrus Statistics- 2011-2012 season 

 
Area 

Fruit production 
(1,000 boxes) 

Acreage 
(acres) 

Tree 
number 

Abandoned acreage 
(acres) 

Charlotte 3,393 13,071 1,869,700 2,378
Collier 9,352 30,780 4,503,300 288
Glades 2,720 8,149 1,240,900 800
Hendry 19,924 63,792 9,553,400 7,919
Lee 3,042 10,589 1,444,600 767
SW Florida 38,431 126,381 18,611,900 12,152
Florida 170,890 531,493 69,565,400 136,533
Percentage 
SW FL/FL 22.5% 23.8% 26.8% 8.9%
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FDACS approval of the Special Local Need 24(c) 
Registration Request for Admire Pro 

 
We are happy to pass along communication of the conditional acceptance of the Bayer 
CropScience request for a 24(c) SLN Registration of Admire Pro for use on young citrus 
trees in Florida.  This effort will provide additional assistance in suppressing ACP 
populations on young citrus trees that are 5-9 feet tall and are vulnerable to psyllid 
infestation.  Click here for correspondence from FDACS detailing the 24(c) approval 
and showing the label.  Please refer to the label and note the specifics of use that 
are provided for with this registration: 
Details include: 

 Change in the annual amount that can be applied to young citrus trees 5-9 feet tall 
in Florida 

 Application to this tree size class cannot occur between November 1 and full petal 
fall 

 Changes only apply to the specific tree size targeted with this request 
 The SLN approval is for a fixed period which ends December 31, 2014 

 
CRDF wants to thank the Florida Department of Agriculture, US, EPA for their thorough 
evaluation and determination in approving this registration.  In addition, the participation of 
Florida citrus growers, the CRDF Commercial Product Development Committee, and 
University of Florida researchers assisted the process by establishing the basis for the 
need and by providing information to support the request.  Our thanks to Bayer 
CropScience for working with the industry and the regulatory agencies to make this 
improvement to our ability to manage Asian citrus psyllid.  Finally, this process also was 
greatly assisted through the efforts of Mr. Dan Botts of FFVA, who coordinated the effort 
and provided the communication link with all involved.  
 
Please pass this information along to those who may be interested, and remind everyone 
to follow the label. 
 
Regards, 
 
Harold 
 
Harold W. Browning 
Chief Operations Officer 
Citrus Research and Development Foundation, Inc. 
700 Experiment Station Road 
Lake Alfred, FL 33850 
863 207-4612 
hwbr@citrusrdf.org 
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COOPERATIVE DORMANT SPRAY PROGRAM AGAINST 
ASIAN CITRUS PSYLLID IN SW FLORIDA 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Asian citrus psyllid is the vector for the citrus greening disease or 
Huanglongbing (HLB).  During late fall and early winter, weather in Florida is 
generally dry and cool, causing citrus trees to cease producing new foliage that 
psyllids depend on to lay eggs and reproduce.  Adults must then “overwinter” by 
feeding on mature leaves until the spring flush, generally in mid to late February.  An 
effective tool to suppress the pest is the “dormant spray” which is a foliar application 
of insecticide directed against overwintering adults.  The dormant spray attacks the 
pest at its weakest point, when beneficial insects like ladybeetles and lacewings are 
generally absent from the groves.  The larger the treated area of citrus, the greater is 
the effectiveness of dormant sprays.   
 
For the last several years, the Gulf region has been launching coordinated spray 
programs to deal with the psyllids.  We are seeking cooperation and support from 
ALL citrus growers.  We are recommending 2 dormant sprays, the first in Nov-Dec 
after fall flush, and the second one in Jan-Feb before bud break or initiation of the 
new spring flush.  These can be put on by air or by ground with any recommended 
insecticide to control psyllid adults. 
 
To schedule an aerial spray in SW Florida, growers can contact Steve Fletcher, 
Fletcher Flying Service, Inc. Phone: 239 860 2028, e-mail: 
fletcherflying@hotmail.com and Jeff Summersill, Thomas R. Summersill, Inc., at 561 
722 4502, e-mail: trsummersill@msn.com 
 
For more information, contact  
Dr. Phil Stansly (239 658 3400, pstansly@ufl.edu),  
Dr. Mongi Zekri (863 674 4092, maz@ufl.edu)  
or Mr. Ron Hamel (239 690 0281, gulfcitruscapron@embarqmail.com 
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http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-10-11/florida-s-orange-crop-forecast-5-
bigger-on-favorable-weather.html 

 
Florida's Orange Crop Forecast 5% Bigger on Favorable 
Weather 
 
By Patricia Laya ‐ Oct 11, 2012 8:30 AM ET  
 
The orange crop in Florida, the world’s second‐biggest grower, will be 5 percent 
larger than last season, the U.S. Department of Agriculture said, as favorable 
weather aids crops.  
The state will produce 154 million boxes in the harvest that’s just getting under way, 
up from a revised 146.6 million in the previous season and the biggest in four years, 
the USDA said today in its first estimate for the crop. The average forecast of seven 
analysts and traders in a Bloomberg News survey was 152.4 million boxes. A box 
weighs 90 pounds, or 41 kilograms.  
“The trees look great,” Michael Smith, the president of T&K Futures and Options in 
Port St. Lucie, Florida, said in an e‐mail before the report. Anything over 155 million 
boxes would need “perfect growing conditions, and that rarely happens,” he said.  
Orange juice futures have tumbled 34 percent this year amid slowing demand in the 
U.S. and on expectations for a bigger crop in Florida. Yesterday, the November 
contract fell 0.6 percent to $1.113 a pound on ICE Futures U.S. in New York.  
Florida’s yields will average 1.61 gallons per box, down from 1.63 gallons a year 
earlier, the USDA said.  
The state’s harvest runs into July.  

 
Citrus Production Forecast 
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Florida/Publications/Citrus/cpfp.htm 

October 11, 2012 Forecast  
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Florida/Publications/Citrus/cit/2012-
13/cit1012.pdf 
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 EXTENSION EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

Dear “Flatwoods Citrus” newsletter subscriber: 
 

We would appreciate it if you fill out this survey and return it to: Mongi Zekri,  
P.O. Box 68, LaBelle, FL 33975         E-mail: maz@ufl.edu     Fax: 863 674 4636 

 
Why do growers attend IFAS Extension Seminars & Workshops? 

 

Please identify the level of importance for each of the following factors that            
influence you to participate in an Extension Educational Program.  
 

 Not 
 Important

 

Slightly 
Important 

 

Somewhat 
 Important 

 

Moderately 
Important 

 

Very 
 Important

 

CEUs & CCAs are offered . . . . . . .       

Topics are relevant to your needs . .       

Includes a field day or a site visit . .      

Hands on activities are included . . .      

Production topics are emphasized . .      

Business and marketing topics are 
emphasized . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       

Regulatory topics are emphasized. .       

Day of the week and time of the 
day for the workshop . . . . . . . . . . .      

Limited to 2-4 hours (1/2 day) . . . .       

Workshop occupies a full day (5-8 
hours) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       

Finding information on workshop 
in local media outlets . . . . . . . . . . .       

Learning about workshop from 
other growers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       

The Extension Agent who 
organizes the workshop . . . . . . . . .       

Providing a brief description of the 
intended workshop speakers . . . . . .       

The workshop is free . . . . . . .       

Refreshment and meals are 
provided free at the workshop . . . .      
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FLATWOODS CITRUS NEWSLETTER EVALUATION FORM  
 
Please take a moment to rate the quality and usefulness of the information presented 
in the Flatwoods Citrus newsletter.  Please send back the form to: 
Dr. Mongi Zekri 
University of Florida, IFAS  
Hendry County Extension Office 
P.O. Box 68  
LaBelle, FL 33975 
or e-mail to maz@ufl.edu or fax to: 863 674 4636.  Thank you for your input!!! 

 
        Please circle your answer 
 
 

1 Did the information seem up to date and accurate?   Yes No Uncertain 
2 Was the information delivered on time to be useful?  Yes No Uncertain 
3 Was the information relevant to your situation?  Yes No Uncertain 
4 Was the information easy to understand?  Yes No Uncertain 
5 Have you had an opportunity to use the information?  Yes No Uncertain 
6 Have you shared the information with someone else?  Yes No Uncertain 
7 Overall, how do you feel about the Flatwoods Citrus Newsletter? 

  Satisfied                             Neither Satisfied Nor Dissatisfied                                           Dissatisfied 
 
8 

 
Do you have any suggestions that might improve the newsletter? 
 
 
 
(Please write in any comments) 
 
 
 
 

 
 9.      How many years have you been using the Extension Service?                       Years 
 
10.     What is your employment status? 
                       Grower                         Chemical Industry           Service Provider  
                       Production Manager                     Regulator                        University 
                       Consultant                         Association             Other ______________                                
 

 
We appreciate your reactions and the time you 
have given us.  Thank you, and please contact 
us when we may be of service to you. 
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Flatwoods Citrus 
 

 If you did not receive the Flatwoods Citrus newsletter and would like to be on our mailing 
list, please check this box and complete the information requested below. 
 

 If you wish to be removed from our mailing list, please check this box and complete the 
information requested below. 
 

Please send:  Dr. Mongi Zekri 
                   Multi-County Citrus Agent 
                   Hendry County Extension Office 
                   P.O. Box 68 
                   LaBelle, FL 33975  

________________________________________________ 
 

Subscriber’s Name:_______________________________________ 

Company:______________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________ 

City:______________________State:___________Zip:__________ 

Phone:_________________________ 

Fax:___________________________ 
 
E-mail:_________________________________________________ 

 
 

Racial-Ethnic Background 
 
__American Indian or native Alaskan                        __White, non-Hispanic 
__Asian American                                                      __Black, non-Hispanic 
__Hispanic    
 

Gender 
 

__Female                                                                     __Male 


