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I M P O R T A N T    E  V  E  N  T  S   
    

Wednesday, January 14th, 2015, 10:00 AM – 12:00 Noon 

Scouting and Management of Citrus Insect Pests 
 
Location: UF-IFAS Southwest Florida Research and Education Center, Immokalee 

Program Sponsors: ROTOR GROUP LLC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Speakers: Dr. Phil Stansly, Dr. Jawwad Qureshi, and Dr. James Tansey 

1. Scouting citrus for pests and beneficials  
2. Management of Asian Citrus Psyllid in Organic and Conventional Citrus 
3. Citrus Health Management Areas: Coordinated Asian Citrus Psyllid Control 

2 CEUs for Certified Crop Advisors (CCAs) 
2 CEUs for Pesticide License Renewal 
Pre-registration is required.  No registration fee and lunch is free.  To 
reserve a seat, call 863 674 4092, or send an e-mail to Dr. Mongi Zekri at: 
maz@ufl.edu       
No pre-registration = No lunch     
 
 
 
 

2015 Florida Citrus Show  
    Wednesday, January 28, 2015 
    Thursday, January 29, 2015 
Havert L. Fenn Center,  
Fort Pierce 

 

http://www.cvent.com/events/2015-florida-citrus-show/event-
summary-9dbcf46205a8473ea8e489ebc510161b.aspx 
CEUs for Certified Crop Advisors (CCAs) 
CEUs for Pesticide License Renewal 
 
 

Victor Serur; (786) 449 7348; 
vserur@helicopterspray.com 
Herman Mejia; (754) 366 0795  
hmejia@helicopterspray.com 
Jose Fernandez (305) 450 5310 
jef@helicopterspray.com 
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2015 Florida Citrus Show Program, Subject to change 
 
Wednesday, January 28  

Moderator:  Parker Platts, Multi-county Citrus Extension Agent 

Perspective -- Past, Present, and Future   

8:50 - 9:00 
Welcome - Indian River Citrus League, Scott Lambeth, 
Chairman IRCL 

9:00 - 9:20 
Projected Grapefruit Production, Packout, and Economic 
Returns, Ariel Singerman  

9:20 - 9:40 The Future of Fresh Grapefruit in the HLB Era, TBD  

9:40 - 9:55 
Early Results From Protected Agriculture Citrus Trials, Barrett 
Gruber  

9:55 - 10:45 Visit the Trade Show 

10:45- 11:00 Managing MRLs and Integrating New Products, Mark Ritenour  

11:00- 11:15 Irrigation Mangement Considerations for HLB, Brian Boman  

11:15- 11:35
 Accounting For Intensive Management -- New Production       
Budgets for Florida  Fritz Roka 

11:35- 11:55 Firewall Effects on Canker in Grapefruit, Kent Morgan 

11:55- 1:30 Lunch – Visit the Trade Show  

      

Moderator:  Steve Futch,  Multi-county Citrus Extension Agent 

Management Strategies   

1:30 - 1:50 
CHMA Forensic Analyses and Risk-based Optimization for FL, 
CA, TX, AZ, Tim Gottwald  

1:50 - 2:10 
Ongoing U.S. Research on Genetically Engineering Citrus with 
HLB Resistance, Ed Stover  

2:10 - 2:30 
Revisiting Citrus Canker and Phytophthora Control Strategies, 
Jim Graham 

2:30 - 3:30 Visit the Trade Show   

3:30 - 3:50 
A Summary of Nutritional Programs for HLB  Management, Tripti 
Vashisth & Bob Rouse 

3:50 - 4:30 
Potential HLB Solutions in the Pipeline, Panel Discussion with B. 
Scully, M. Rogers, and H. Browning 
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Thursday, January 29 

Moderator:   Laurie Hurner,  Multi-county Citrus Extension Agent 
Insect 
Control 

  

8:00 - 8:30 Visit the Trade Show  / Continental Breakfast 

8:30 - 8:50 
New Research and Latest Recommendations for Psyllid Control, 
Michael Rogers  

8:50 - 9:10 
Developing New Psyllid Control Tactics based on Insect Biology, 
David Hall  

9:10 - 9:30 
Success Story: Mating Disruption of Citrus Leaf Miner, Steve 
Lapointe 

9:30 - 10:30 Visit the Trade Show   

Living with HLB 

10:30- 10:50
 Soil and Water Acidification  for Biocarbonate Reduction, Kelly  
Morgan 

10:50- 11:10 40,000 Foot View of HLB Solutions, Harold Browning 

11:10- 12:00
 Grower Strategies to Maintain Production in HLB-Infected  
Groves, Grower Panel 

12:00- 1:15 Lunch – Visit the Trade Show  

  

Moderator:  Barrett Gruber, IFAS-IRREC   

Promising treatments to reduce or eliminate HLB symptoms   

1:15 - 1:30 Fruit Drop Trends and Potential Remidies, Gene Albrigo 

1:30 - 1:50 Update on Antibiotics use in HLB, Bob Shatters 

1:50 - 2:10 
Update on Antimicrobial Therapies for HLB Mitigation, Charles 
Powell 

2:10 - 2:30 
Psyllid Insecticide Resistance: Current Status and Future Tools, 
Lukaz Stlenski 

2:30 - 2:50 Thermotherapy - New Research Developments, Jim Syvertsen  

2:50 - 3:10 
Thermotherapy - Scaling up to Commercial Viability, Reza 
Eshani 
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Tuesday, February 3rd, 2015 
Scouting and Managing Citrus Fungal Diseases 
Location: UF-IFAS Southwest Florida Research and Education Center, Immokalee 
Speakers: Dr. Megan Dewdney, Dr. Pam Roberts, and Cody Hoffman 

1. Alternaria brown rot and citrus scab symptoms and managements 
2. Melanose and greasy spot symptoms and management, and the copper model 
3. Postbloom fruit drop 
4. Citrus black spot and Phytophthora management 
5. Quadris Top 

2 CEUs for Certified Crop Advisors (CCAs) 
2 CEUs for Pesticide License Renewal 
Pre-registration is required.  No registration fee and lunch is free Thanks to 
Cody Hoffman with Syngenta.  To reserve a seat, call 863 674 4092, or send 
an e-mail to Dr. Mongi Zekri at: maz@ufl.edu       
No pre-registration = No lunch     
 
 

Annual Certified Pile Burners Course in SW Florida 
Registration fee: $50  
The $50 fee covers the training sessions, a booklet with all the presentations in 
color, other handouts, refreshments, and lunch 
Pre-registration is required to attend, and class size is limited to the first 50 people. 
PRE-REGISTRATION WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT PAYMENT OF THE REGISTRATION FEE 
Date & time: Thursday, 5 February 2015, 7:30 AM – 4:30 PM.   
Location: The Immokalee IFAS Center   
The Florida Division of Forestry and University of Florida Cooperative Extension Service 
will be conducting a Certified Pile Burners Course that will show you how to burn piles 
legally, safely and efficiently. 
Registration form and agenda are included here.  Detailed information is available in 
the previous issue of this newsletter and online:  
http://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Florida-Forest-
Service/Education/For-the-Community/Withlacoochee-Training-Center-WTC/Class-
Schedule 
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2015 International Research Conference 
on Huanglongbing (HLB)  

Mark your calendar and plan to attend the 4th International Research Conference on HLB 
in Orlando, Florida USA 

February 9-13, 2015 
Visit the IRCHLB website for more information - Click here for IRCHLB website 

http://flcitrusmutual.com/hlb-conference/register.aspx 

 
 

 

 
 
Wednesday, March 18th, 2015 
Growing citrus trees undercover, and citrus nutrition 
and irrigation including BMPs and the 4Rs concept 
Speakers: Dr. Barrett Gruber and Dr. Kelly Morgan 
2 CEUs for Certified Crop Advisors (CCAs) 
2 CEUs for Pesticide License Renewal 
Pre-registration is required.  No registration fee and lunch is free Thanks to 
Mark White & Chris Kamberg with G.P. Solutions, LLC. 
To reserve a seat, call 863 674 4092, or send an e-mail to Dr. Mongi Zekri at: 
maz@ufl.edu   
No pre-registration = No lunch     
   

 
 
2015 ANNUAL FLORIDA CITRUS GROWERS’ INSTITUTE 
Date & Time: Tuesday, 7 April 2015, 8:00 AM – 3:45 PM 
Location: Avon Park Campus of South Florida Community College 

Coordinators: Citrus Extension Agents, UF-IFAS  
Agenda and information on registration will be available next month 
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Steve Fletcher 

Fletcher Flying 
Service, Inc. 

Phone: 239 860 2028 
Fax: 863 675 3725

Scott Houk 
Dow AgroSciences 

13543 Troia Drive 
Estero, FL 33928 
Phone: 239-243-6927 

SEHouk@dow.com 

FIRST BANK                 
P.O. Box 697 

LaBelle, FL 33975 
LaBelle Phone: 863 675 4242 

Fax: 863 675 1099 

Moore Haven: 863 946 1515 

Ed Early 
DuPont Crop Protection 

P O Box 7768 
Fort Myers, FL 33911 

Phone:  239-994-8594 
Edward.L.early@dupont.com 

 

Cody Hoffman 

SYNGENTA 
1505 Paloma Dr., Fort Myers, FL 33901 
 

Mobile: 321 436 2591 
 

Fax: 239 479 6279 
cody.hoffman@syngenta.com 

 

Special Thanks to sponsors of 
the “Flatwoods Citrus” 
newsletter for their generous 
contribution and support.  If 
you would like to be among 
them, please contact me at 863 
674 4092 or maz@ufl.edu 
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Nufarm Agriculture USA 
Craig Noll 

Office-239 549 2494 
Mobile-239 691 8060 

craig.noll@us.nufarm.com 
Gary Simmons 

Phone: 772 260 1058 

MONSANTO 
Jack Conroy 

Phone: 863 318 1486 
Fax: 886 318 8617 

Mobile: 863 559 4468 
Andrew.j.conroy@monsanto.co

Jeff Summersill 
THOMAS R. SUMMERSILL, INC. 

Custom Aerial 
Ground Application 

Mobile 561-722-4502, Agnet # 33169 

trsummersill@msn.com 

Chemtura AgroSolutions 
 Jay Hallaron 

Phone: 407 256 4667 
Fax: 407 523 1097 
Cell: 321 231 2277 

jay.hallaron@chemtura.com 

Eric Waldo               
Yara North America, Inc. 

352-215-8480 

eric.waldo@yara.com 

 
Frank Miele 

Office: 863 357 0400 
Cell: 954 275 1830 
Fax: 863 357 1083 

E-mail: famiele1@aol.com 

 

 
ROTOR GROUP LLC 
Helicopter Spraying Services 
www.helicopterspray.com 

Victor Serur; (786) 449 7348; 
vserur@helicopterspray.com 
Herman Mejia; (754) 366 0795  
hmejia@helicopterspray.com 
Jose Fernandez (305) 450 5310 
jef@helicopterspray.com 
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FMC Corporation APG 

Eric Johnson 
Lakeland, FL 
352-281-2325 

EJ.Johnson@FMC.Com 
fmccrop.com

Stacey Howell  

BAYER CropScience
239-272-8575 (mobile) 

239-353-6491 (office/fax) 
 

stacey.howell@bayercropscience.com 

Garry Gibson 

BASF Corporation 
1502 53rd Avenue 

Vero Beach, FL 32966 
Cell: 772 473 1726 
Fax: 772 567 2644 

 w.garry.gibson@basf.com  

 

      

www.extinguishfireants.com 

Jack Kilgore 
M: 239‐707‐7677 

g8trmanjek@comcast.net 

Sim Nifong 

 
SENifong@timacusa.com 

Cell: 863 441 1057 
http://www.timacusa.com 

 
 
 

Plant Food 
Systems, Inc. 
P.O. Box 775 
Zellwood, FL 32798 
Tel: 407 889 7755 
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Heath Prescott 

 
Toll Free: 800 433 7117 
Mobile: 863 781 9096 
Nextel:  159*499803*6  

Donald Allen  

AGLIME SALES, INC.  
1375 Thornburg Road 

Babson Park, FL 33827-9549 
Mobile: 863 287 2925 

Agnet # 52925 
donald.allen@aglimesales.com 

 

Billy Hopkins 

Hopkins Nursery 
239 658 0370 

tropicals@wildblue.net 
 

Tropical fruit & peach trees 

   
 

Ward Gunter, Agronomist 
ward.gunter@everris.us.com 

Mobile: (772) 473-3987 
Controlled-Release Fertilizers 

Fertilizers for Fertigation 
Fertilizers for Foliar Feeding 

 

Eric Ekholm  
Eric.Ekholm@actagro.com 

www.actagro.com 
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SCOUTING FOR PESTS  
Florida citrus industry uses sustainable 
production practices.  Florida citrus 
growers help preserve environmental 
quality by using many sound cultural 
practices including integrated pest 
management (IPM) strategies.  IPM 
depends on grove scouting and close 
observations to determine the need and 
timing for pesticide applications as 
well as modification of cultural 
practices to minimize damage.  
Scouting for early warnings of pests 
and diseases is becoming very 
important in citrus operation.  Scouting 
not only helps growers control pests 
more efficiently, but also lowers the 
use of pesticides and the chances of 
pesticide resistance.   
In most cases, there is no way to 
predict on a seasonal basis the 
incidence and severity of pests.  
However, based on grove history and 
frequent observations, many situations 
can be reasonably assessed.  With most 
citrus pests, the pressure must be high 

before economic damage levels on the 
processing fruit crop are experienced. 
Pest populations should be suppressed 
only when high levels of infestation 
threaten tree vigor and productivity.   
There are several techniques and 
procedures for scouting and there are 
many things to know before scouting.   
 

To learn more, you need to attend 
the workshops on scouting for citrus 
insect pests and fungal diseases on 14 
January 2015 and on 3 February 
2015.  
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Citrus Health Management Areas (CHMAs)  
Go To: http://www.crec.ifas.ufl.edu/extension/chmas/index.shtml 

Citrus Health Management Areas (CHMA’s): Developing a psyllid management plan  
Dr. Phil Stansly, UF-IFAS 
Effective control of the Asian citrus psyllid (ACP), Diaphorina citri Kuwayama, is an important 
component of greening (HLB) management programs. Over the past several years, experience in 
Florida has shown that the most efficient way to control psyllids is for citrus growers to work 
together on an area-wide basis. The need for area-wide control of psyllids is due to the dispersal 
behavior of this pest which tends to be from areas of high incidence to areas of low incidence. 
When differences in timing of psyllid control programs exist within an area, the net movement of 
psyllids results in re-infestation, despite the repeated attempts of individual growers to maintain 
psyllid populations at low levels. Successful psyllid management is a team effort with all citrus 
growers as participants.  
Establishment of Citrus Health Management Areas (CHMAs) has proven to be an important 
strategy for reducing the spread of HLB. The primary goal of the formation of CHMAs is to 
coordinate psyllid control efforts to reduce the effect of psyllid movement between commercial 
citrus operations and thus reduce the need for repeated insecticides applications to maintaining 
ACP populations at low levels throughout. Due to the limited number of pesticide modes of action 
available for controlling psyllids, CHMAs could serve an important function in slowing pesticide 
resistance in psyllid populations by reducing the number of sprays needed to control ACP.  
Two key time slots are identified when grower coordination of psyllid control efforts are likely to be 
most effective in reducing overall psyllid populations. These are the so-called “dormant sprays” 
during the cool months of the year when trees are not normally flushing so psyllids cannot 
reproduce.  The objective is to reduce the overwintering population of adults to help Mother Nature 
limit ACP survival through to the spring flush.  Thus, both sprays are directed at the same 
generation of adults. The first coordinated spray identified is during the month of November or 
early December, just after the fall flush period has ended and the second spray is in January 
before spring flush. Use of an organophosphate insecticide is recommended for the first dormant 
spray and a pyrethroid insecticide for the second.  However, the order could be reversed in some 
blocks to accommodate harvest operations since the pyrethroids (Danitol, Baythroid or Mustang) 
have 1 day preharvest intervals (PHIs). It could even be possible to make both dormant sprays 
with a pyrethroid since, by directing the sprays against the same generation of ACP, there is little 
or no opportunity for selection by the population against that mode of action.   
Other times of the year when additional coordinated sprays may be convenient and effective 
include post-harvest (May-June) and pre-harvest (September).  In general, it is good to avoid 
repeating modes of action during the year.  There are many possible options for the post-harvest 
spray, depending on pest pressure, economics and personal choice (see below).  The important 
thing is to “get’er done”.  If both dormant sprays are to be made with a pyrethroid, an 
organophosphate could be used for the September spray without repeating that mode of action.  
This is an easy-to-agree-upon alternative since OPs are inexpensive and effective although MRL’s 
may preclude their use for some fresh fruit growers.  Most grower’s will want to fill in with additional 
sprays at other times of the year.  Warm winter weather which may be accompanied by rain as it 
was last year, can cause trees to flush in the winter, thus reducing the effectiveness of dormant 
sprays.  Options to control ACP during the critical spring flush have been limited due to bloom and 
harvesting operations.  Movento and Closer both have 1-day PHIs and can be sprayed on bloom.  
Micromite and Portal have longer PHIs but could also be worked in during that time.  Additional 
spray options at other times of the year are included below.  
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In SW Florida, 
check with your 
CHMA captain to 
coordinate a spray 
for psyllid control 
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EL NIÑO/SOUTHERN OSCILLATION (ENSO) DIAGNOSTIC DISCUSSION 
 

issued by  
 

CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER/NCEP/NWS and the International 
Research Institute for Climate and Society                  

8 January 2015 
ENSO Alert System Status: El Niño Watch 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/ensodi
sc.pdf 

 
 
Synopsis: There is an approximately 50-60% chance of El Niño conditions during the next 
two months, with ENSO-neutral favored thereafter. 
 
During December 2014, positive sea surface temperature (SST) anomalies decreased across the 
central and east-central equatorial Pacific. At the end of the month, the weekly Niño indices ranged 
from +0.8°C in the Niño-4 region, to +0.5°C in the Niño-3.4 region, to 0.0°C in the Niño-1+2 region. 
The positive subsurface heat content anomalies (averaged between 180º-100ºW) also decreased 
during December in response to an upwelling equatorial oceanic Kelvin wave. 
Although the surface and sub-surface temperature anomalies were consistent with El Niño, the 
overall atmospheric circulation continued to show only limited coupling with the anomalously warm 
water. The equatorial low-level winds were largely near average during the month, while upper-
level easterly anomalies continued in the central and eastern tropical Pacific. The Southern 
Oscillation Index (SOI) remained slightly negative, but the Equatorial SOI remained near zero. 
Also, rainfall remained below average near the Date Line and was above-average over Indonesia. 
Overall, the combined atmospheric and oceanic state remains ENSO-neutral. 
Similar to last month, most models predict the SST anomalies to remain at weak El Niño levels (3-
month values of the Niño-3.4 index between 0.5°C and 0.9°C) during December-February 2014-
15, and lasting into the Northern Hemisphere spring 2015. If El Niño were to emerge, the 
forecaster consensus favors a weak event that ends in early Northern Hemisphere spring. In 
summary, there is an approximately 50-60% chance of El Niño conditions during the next two 
months, with ENSO-neutral favored thereafter (click CPC/IRI consensus forecast for the chance of 
each outcome). 
This discussion is a consolidated effort of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), NOAA’s National Weather Service, and their funded institutions. Oceanic and 
atmospheric conditions are updated weekly on the Climate Prediction Center web site (El Niño/La 
Niña Current Conditions and Expert Discussions). Forecasts are also updated monthly in the 
Forecast Forum of CPC's Climate Diagnostics Bulletin. Additional perspectives and analysis are 
also available in an ENSO blog. 
The next ENSO Diagnostics Discussion is scheduled for 5 February 2015. To receive an e-mail 
notification when the monthly ENSO Diagnostic Discussions are released, please send an e-mail 
message to: ncep.list.enso-update@noaa.gov. 

 

 
 

Climate Prediction Center 
National Centers for Environmental Prediction 

NOAA/National Weather Service 
College Park, MD 20740 
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Registration Form 
 

PRE-REGISTRATION WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT PAYMENT OF THE REGISTRATION FEE 
Florida’s Certified Pile Burner Program 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 
 

Location: UF-IFAS Southwest Florida Research and Education Center 
2685 SR 29, Immokalee, FL 34142 

See: http://www.imok.ufl.edu/ for directions 
 

Please send this form and a check for $50.00 made payable to: 
“Hendry County 4-H” 

  

Mail to: Dr. Mongi Zekri 
Hendry County Extension Office 
P. O. Box 68 
LaBelle, FL 33975 

 
The $50 fee covers the training sessions, a booklet with all the presentations in 
color, other handouts, refreshments, and lunch 
 
 
Name 
 
 
Mailing address 
 
 
Email address 
 
 
 
Phone Number 
 
 

FFS Customer Number 
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Florida’s Certified Pile Burner Training 
Thursday, February 5, 2015 

UF-IFAS Southwest Florida Research and Education Center 
2685 SR 29, Immokalee, FL 34142 

See: http://www.imok.ufl.edu/ for directions 
 

Registration starts at 7: 45 AM 
 

1.  Opening Comments and Introduction     08:30 – 09:10 AM 
 
2.  Fire Weather       09:10 – 09:50 
 
3.  BREAK        09:50 – 10:00  
 
4.  Smoke Management      10:00 – 11:20 
 
5.  Open Burning Regulations      11:20 – 12:15 
 
6.  LUNCH (provided)      12:15 – 01:15 PM 
 
7.  Planning and Implementation     01:15 – 02:30 
 
8.  Safety        02:30 – 03:10 
 
9.  BREAK        03:10 – 03:20 
 
10. Public Relations       03:20 – 04:00 
 
11.  Wrap Up & Test      04:00 – 04:30 
     
 

 
Please bring a Pencil for the Exam! 
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Flatwoods Citrus 
 

 If you did not receive the Flatwoods Citrus newsletter and would like to be on our 
mailing list, please check this box and complete the information requested below. 
 

 If you wish to be removed from our mailing list, please check this box and 
complete the information requested below. 
 

Please send:  Dr. Mongi Zekri 
                   Multi-County Citrus Agent 
                   Hendry County Extension Office 
                   P.O. Box 68 
                   LaBelle, FL 33975  

________________________________________________ 
 

Subscriber’s Name:_______________________________________ 

Company:______________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________ 

City:______________________State:___________Zip:__________ 

Phone:_________________________ 

Fax:___________________________ 
 
E-mail:_________________________________________________ 

 
 

Racial-Ethnic Background 
 
__American Indian or native Alaskan                        __White, non-Hispanic 
__Asian American                                                      __Black, non-Hispanic 
__Hispanic    
 

Gender 
 

__Female                                                                     __Male 
 


