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TMDL 
(Total Maximum Daily Load) 

! Defined as the maximum amount of a pollutant that 

a waterbody can receive and still meet WQ 
standards (1972 Clean Water Act) 

! A portion of the allowable amount of each pollutant 

will be allocated to each of the contributing 
sources. 

.  



BMAP 
(Basin Management Action Plan) 

A plan developed with stakeholder 
input to meet the TMDL for a 

particular basin 
Strategies include: permit limits on wastewater facilities, 

urban and agricultural best management practices, 

conservation programs, financial assistance and revenue 

generating activities, etc. 

Rely on local input and local commitment 

Adopted by Secretarial Order to be enforceable 

.  



Florida TMDL/BMP Overview 

1999 – Legislature enacted Florida Watershed 

Restoration Act (FWRA) 

•FWRA requires TMDLs for all pollution 

sources – urban and agriculture included 

•FDEP lead agency – coordinates efforts with 

FDACS, WMDs, Soil & Water Cons. Districts, 

environmental groups, local governments, etc. 

o FDEP -  Develop TMDL  

o FDACS - Develop Ag BMPs and Assist with 

Implementation 



• 2005 Legislature:  In basins where 
TMDLs & BMAPS have been 
established, ag landowners must 
either: 

–  enroll in available BMP programs  

– or conduct the water quality monitoring necessary 
to prove that discharges from their lands do not 
exceed loadings specified by the TMDL.   

• Recognized as Best Available 
Technology for Non-point Sources  

 

Ag BMPs 



Basin 

Management 

Action Plans 

(BMAPs) 

http://dep.state.fl.us/water/watersheds/bmap.htm 

Nov. 2012 map 



Incentives 
Producers implementing BMPs that have been 

verified by DEP to be effective… 

• …receive a “presumption of compliance 

with state water quality standards.” 

• … obtain a “waiver of liability” concerning 

water quality damages associated with the 

agricultural operation  

• …are eligible for cost-share funds. 

• …can receive permit exemptions to ERP 

to improve drainage structures. 



5M-16.001 

Purpose 

The purpose of this rule is to 

effect pollutant reduction 

through the implementation of 

agricultural best management 

practices (BMPs) that may be 

determined to have minimal 

individual or cumulative adverse 

impacts to the water resources 

of the state.  

Adopted Jan. 9, 2013 



5M-16.003 Presumption of Compliance 

with State Water Quality Standards 

In order to meet the requirements for a presumption of 

compliance and release from Section 376.307(5), F.S., 

the producer must:  

• (1) Submit a Notice of Intent to Implement, as 

provided in Rule 5M-16.004, F.A.C., that identifies 

the applicable BMPs;  

• (2) Implement all applicable BMPs in accordance 

with the timeline requirements in Rule 5M-16.004; 

and  

• (3) Maintain records to document the implementation 

and maintenance of the identified BMPs, in 

accordance with Rule 5M-16.005.  

 



5M-16.004 Notice of Intent to Implement BMPs 

(1) The NOI shall include:  

(a) The name of the property owner, the location of the property, the 

property tax ID number(s), and any other pertinent property identification 

information;  

(b) The amount of acreage on which BMPs will be implemented;  

(c) The name and contact information of a person to contact;  

(d) The signature of the land owner, lease holder, or authorized agent; 

and  

(e) A BMP Checklist with a schedule for implementation, as contained in 

the manual. . . Except as provided in the manual, all applicable BMPs 

must be implemented as soon as practicable, but no later than 18 months 

after submittal of the NOI.  

(2) Submittal of the NOI enables the producer to receive assistance 

with BMP implementation.  



5M-16.005 BMP Record Keeping  

 

BMP participants must keep records, as 

directed in the manual, to document the 

implementation and maintenance of the 

practices submitted to FDACS pursuant to 

this rule.  

These records are subject to inspection upon 

request, in accordance with a mutually 

agreed upon time and manner, and must be 

retained for a period of at least five years.  



5M-16.006 Previously submitted NOIs.  

 In order to retain a presumption of compliance 

with state water quality standards:  

 

(1) NOI for Nitrogen Best Management 

Practices for Florida Ridge Citrus 

(a) Within two years of the effective date of this 

rule, submit a new NOI and BMP checklist 

(b) Implement the applicable BMPs on the checklist 



5M-16.006 Previously submitted NOIs  

 Flatwoods citrus growers 

NOIs submitted prior to Jan. 9, 2013 must continue to 

implement the applicable BMPs on the checklist, and 

must follow the relevant guidelines contained in 

Nutrition of Florida Citrus Trees, Second Edition, UF-

IFAS Publication SL 253 (January 2008). 

(a) Water Quality/Quantity BMPs for Indian River Area Citrus 

Groves (May 2000), as revised January 2005  (Rule 5M-2)  

(b) Best Management Practices for Citrus Groves in the Peace 

River and Manasota Basins (October 2004, Rule 5M-5)  

(c) Best Management Practices for Gulf Citrus (March 2006, 

Rule 5M-7)  

 



5M-16.006 Previously submitted NOIs.  

  

Flatwoods citrus growers who are re-establishing 

inactive groves or are renovating groves that were 

enrolled with IR, PR, or GC manuals must submit a new 

NOI and BMP checklist 

 

NOIs & BMP checklists for IR, PR, GC manuals 

submitted after Jan. 9, 2013 will be deemed invalid  

 



Manual Chapters 

 



NOI form 



 



 



BMP 

Enrollment 





Citrus 
3,365 NOIs 

563,693 acres 

Ridge Citrus  
2,327 NOIs 

127,748 acres 



BMP Program Participation 

Three basic steps: 

1. File a NOI form 

2. Complete checklist of 

adopted and/or 

proposed BMPs 

3. Routine follow-up farm 

visits to ensure BMP 

implementation and 

recordkeeping. 



THANKS! 

Indian River REC 

Brian Boman 


