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Citrus Production School, February 13, 20, & 27 
 The annual citrus production school will be 
held at the Family Service Center, 310 W Whidden 
Street, Arcadia on Tuesday evenings, February 13, 20, 
and 27  from 7 to 9 PM.  Class topics include: 

• PFD, canker, citrus blackspot updates and 
recommended control 

• WPS updates, respirator requirements and 
FDACS enforcement 

• Biostimulants for use in citrus 
• CRDF bactericide evaluations 
• CRDF rootstock trials 
• Psyllid management and how to manage 

imidacloprid resistance 
• Farm Service Agency programs for citrus 
• Advancing your BMPs with cost share 

Please see the attached program flyer for more 
information on the production school and how to 
register for the program.  Program registration fee is 
$20 per person. 

 
Private and Core Restricted Use Pesticide License 
Review and Testing, January 30, Wauchula 

A three-hour pesticide license review and 
testing class will be conducted on Tuesday, January 30, 
2018 at the Hardee County Extension Service Office, 
507 Civic Center Drive, Wauchula. The class will 
review the materials contained in the test to obtain a 

Private Applicator pesticide license. The class will 
begin at 9:00 A.M. and conclude at noon with the test 
at 1:00 P.M. 

Three CEUs (2 Core and 1 Private) are 
offered to individuals that have a current pesticide 
license and will be renewing using CEUs. A 
registration fee of $55.00 per person is charged to 
cover the study manuals (Core and Private) and 
refreshments. To attend the class for only CEUs, the 
registration fee is $5.00. If you wish to attend the 
class to obtain CEUs or to take the test, please call 
the Hardee County Extension Service Office at 863-
773-2164 to register. Pre-registration is requested 
prior to January 25. 
 
Worker Protection Standards – Train the Trainer, 
February 1, Wauchula 

A training session will be conducted from 1:00 
to 5:00 PM at the Hardee County Extension Service 
Office, Wauchula, on Thursday, February 1.  The 
session will cover the worker protection standards 
(WPS) information required under the rule to train 
employees as pesticide handlers or workers. 

Four (4) continuing education units (CEUs) 
will be offered to individuals with restricted use 
pesticide licenses in the private, ag row, ag tree, 
forestry, ornamental & turf,  or soil & greenhouse 
fumigation categories.   
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  To register for the class, please call the Hardee 
Extension Service Office in Wauchula at 863-773-
2164.  A registration fee of $10.00 per person is 
required.  Pre-registration requested prior to January 
30.  Minimum registration to conduct the class is 5 and 
if minimum is not obtained prior to January 30 the class 
will be rescheduled for a later date.  
 
Flower Bud Advisory for the 2018 Bloom Period 
 Dr. Gene Albrigo is posting his flower bud 
advisory about every three weeks for the 2018 bloom 
season to the Citrus Research & Education Center 
website.  The most recent post was for January 17 can 
be found at:  
http://www.crec.ifas.ufl.edu/extension/flowerbud/2018/1
_17_18.shtml 

These advisories will aid you planning your 
spring sprays to enhance bloom as well as targeting 
psyllid management sprays and other disease issues. 
 
Citrus Bactericide Recertification 

The Florida Commissioner of Agriculture 
was notified recently that the Citrus Tree Health 
Section 18, authorizing emergency use of specific 
bactericides, was recertified by EPA for the 2018 
calendar year (letter attached).  Minor revision to 
product labels is being completed, and these labels 
will be available soon.   The Commissioner is 
awaiting these revised labels to formally announce 
the recertification.     

As this renewal process unfolds, the 
Commissioner understands the importance of these 
products and their timing of use in light of current 
citrus crop scheduling and recognizes the need to get 
this approval notification out to growers as soon as 
possible. 

The Conditions for the use of the three 
products covered under the Tree Health Section 18 
(FirewallTM 50 WP, FirelineTM 17WP, and 
MycoShield®) have not changed from those in place 
over the past two years under the Section 18 

Emergency Use.  Revised labels showing the 
updated certification numbers will be available soon, 
and should be followed closely as applications of 
these products resume.  Previous Section 18 labels 
specify the conditions for use and can be used in the 
interim. 

The letter from the Agricultural 
Commissioner which recognizes the recertification 
by EPA of the Tree Health Section 18 is expected 
soon and will be distributed when available.  The 
industry greatly appreciates the outstanding efforts 
of the commissioner and his staff in working with the 
industry on the timely assembly and submission of 
the request for recertification, and his commitment 
and that of the Florida Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services to work with the citrus 
industry in putting these tools to work. 

Please See attached the letter from EPA 
which authorizes the Tree Health Section 18 
Recertification. 
Source: CRDF 
 
Dates to Remember 
Jan. 30 Restricted Use Pesticide License 

Review and Testing, Wauchula 
Feb. 1 Worker Protection Standards, Train-

the-Trainer, Wauchula 
Feb.13, 20, 27 Citrus Production School, Arcadia 
March 6 Safety Morning, Arcadia 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen H. Futch 
Extension Agent, Multi-County 
Office:  863-956-8644 
Email: shf@ufl.edu 
 
 
 
  

http://www.crec.ifas.ufl.edu/extension/flowerbud/2018/1_17_18.shtml
http://www.crec.ifas.ufl.edu/extension/flowerbud/2018/1_17_18.shtml
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